Japanese Utility Model Application Laid-Open Hl-85852 

(57) [Claims for Registration of Utility Model] 
1. Adeveloping device for feeding toner as a developer to an image forming 
unit; comprising: 

a developing roller on which a magnetic brush is formed of 
developer adhered to an outer circumferential surface thereofi 

a regulating member for regulating the height of the magnetic 
brush formed on the developing roller; 

a stirring roller for stirring the developer; wherein 

a flow path having a predetermined flow passage volume is formed 
in the vicinity of the regulating member so as to return the developer 
scraped by the regulating member onto the stirring roller; 

a toner density sensor for detecting a toner density of the developer 
is provided outside a wall surface which forms the flow path; and 

a blocking prevention member is provided with free swing allowed, 
in a flow path at least in a portion facing said sensor. 

[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

FIG. 1 is a sectional view showing a construction of a developing device 
according to an embodiment of the present utility model; FIG. 2 is a 
perspective view showing a key portion of the developing device; FIGS. 3(a) 
and 3(b) are sectional views showing an operation of a blocking member; 
FIGS. 4(a), 4(b) and 4(c) are drawings showing sensor output waveform 
charts, each for explaining another embodiment of the present utility model. 
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